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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, nnore than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Sugiyama et 

A 

al. (5,790,745). 

Consider claim 1, Sugiyama et al. teach a method of controlling the amount of 
codes generated during re-coding in conversion of a first bitstream obtained by efficient 
coding of a moving-picture video signal to a second bitstream, the method comprising 
the steps of: extracting, from the first bitstream, at least either information on code 
amount or information on quantization, as a parameter indicating moving-picture coding 
difficulty (col. 12, lines 63-67 and col. 13, lines 1-3); obtaining, from the parameter per 
given period, an amount of quasi-generated codes which is estimated to be required for 
achieving a given picture quality (col. 13, lines 5-9); adjusting the amount of quasi- 
generated codes for each of the given period to obtain a target code amount (col. 1 3, 
lines 39-56); assigning the target code amount to a given portion of the moving-picture 
video signal so that a total code amount of the given portion of the moving-picture video 
signal matches a recordable total code amount for a storage medium for storing the 
given portion of the movlng-plcture video signal (col. 13, lines 39-56); and re-coding the 
first bitstream v^hile performing code amount control in accordance with the target code 
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amount, thus converting tlie first bitstream into the second bitstream to be recorded in 
the storage medium (1 1 of Fig. 4 outputs a second bitstream and the second bitstream 
is to be recorded in the buffer 21 of Fig. 8). 

Consider claim 2, Sugiyama et al. teach a moving-picture recording method 
comprising the steps of: recording a first bitstream obtained by efficient coding of a 
moving-picture video signal in a first storage medium, under code amount control for 
targeting a given fixed transfer bit rate (VTR of Fig. 4 records the first bitstream); 
extracting, from the first bitstream, at least either information on code amount or 
information on quantization, as a parameter indicating moving-picture coding difficulty 
(col. 12, lines 63-67 and col. 13, lines 1-3); obtaining, from the parameter per given 
period, an amount of quasi-generated codes which is estimated to be required for 
achieving a given picture quality (col. 13, lines 5-9); adjusting the amount of quasi- 
generated codes for each of the given period to obtain a target code amount (col. 13, 
lines 39-56); assigning the target code amount to a given portion of the moving-picture 
video signal so that a total code amount of the given portion of the moving-picture video 
signal matches a recordable total code amount for a second storage medium for storing 
the given portion of the moving-picture video signal (col. 1 3, lines 39-56); and re-coding 
the first bitstream to convert the first bitstream into a second bitstream having a variable 
bit rate while performing code amount control in accordance with the target code 
amount (Fig. 4); and recording the second bitstream in the second storage medium at 
the variable bit rate (11 of Fig. 4 outputs a second bitstream and the second bitstream is 
to be recorded in the buffer 21 (second storage medium) of Fig. 8). 
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Consider claim 3, Sugiyama et al. teach a moving-picture code amount control 
apparatus comprising: an information extractor to extract at least either information on 
code amount or information on quantization, as a parameter indicating moving-picture 
coding difficulty, from a first bitstream obtained by efficient coding of a moving-picture 
video signal, and obtain, from the parameter per given period, an amount of quasi- 
generated codes which is estimated to be required for achieving a given picture quality 
(col. 12, lines 63-67 and col. 13, lines 1-3, and col. 13, lines 5-9); a target code amount 
setter to adjust an amount of quasi-generated codes for each of the given pehod to 
obtain a target code amount and assign the target code amount to a given portion of the 
moving-picture video signal so that a total code amount of the given portion of the 
moving-picture video signal matches a recordable total code amount for a storage 
medium for storing the given portion of the moving-picture video signal (col. 1 3, lines 
39-56); and an encoder to re-code the first bitstream while performing code amount 
control in accordance with the target code amount, thus converting the first bitstream 
into a second bitstream to be recorded in the storage medium (7 and 10 of Fig. 4). 

Consider claim 4, Sugiyama et al. teach a moving-picture recording apparatus 
comprising: a first recorder to record a first bitstream obtained by efficient coding of a 
moving-picture video signal in a first storage medium, under code amount control for 
targeting a given fixed transfer bit rate (VTR of Fig. 4); an information extractor to 
extract, from the first bitstream, at least either information on code amount or 
information on quantization, as a parameter indicating moving-picture coding difficulty, 
and obtain, from the parameter per given period, an amount of quasi-generated codes 
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which is estimated to be required for achieving a given picture quality (col. 12, lines 63- 
67 and col. 13, lines 1-3, and col. 13, lines 5-9); a target code amount setter to adjust an 
amount of quasi-generated codes for each of the given period to obtain a target code 
amount and assign the target code amount to a given portion of the moving-picture 
video signal so that a total code amount of the given portion of the moving-picture video 
signal matches a recordable total code amount for a second storage medium for storing 
the given portion of the moving-picture video signal (col. 1 3, lines 39-56); a bitstream 
converter to re-code the first bitstream while performing code amount control in 
accordance with the target code amount, thus converting the first bitstream Into a 
second bitstream having a variable transfer bit rate (7 and 10 of Fig. 4); and a recorder 
to recede the second bitstream in the second storage medium at the variable transfer bit 
rate (21 of Fig. 8). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tat Chi Chio whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
9563. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Thursday 8:30 AM-6:00 PM 
EST. . 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor. Thai Tran can be reached on (571 )-272-7382. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
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For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
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